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AFTER THE LANDINGS IN NORMANDY THE 1ST CANADIAN ARMY was assigned 

the formidable task of clearing German forces from the coastal areas and 

opening the sea ports along the coast of Northern France, Belgium, and 

Holland. The Canadians had suffered heavy casualties after the Normandy 

landings at Juno Beach, especially in the offensive to take the city of 

Caen. The enemy were determined to hold the channel ports at all costs, 

surrender. For the Allies, securing adequate supply lines was imperative, 

and the capture of a major port city was critical for the advancing armies. 

Antwerp was Europe’s second largest port and with almost 30 miles of 

docks was an ideal location for the resupply of the Allied Armies. The 

capture of the city and the surrounding countryside was essential since, 

at this point in the war, the Allies main supply route still ran back to 

the beaches of Normandy. The 1st Canadian Army was seriously under 

strength and the shortage of trained troops had become a major concern for 

Canadian Commanders. Political wrangling in Canada by the Government 

over the issue of conscription had become a major problem. This would 

mean the addition of Allied reinforcements to bring the 1st Canadian Army 

up to strength for the liberation of Belgium and the Netherlands.

THE ADVANCE ACROSS BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS was one of the 

around Antwerp and the area straddling the Belgian/Dutch border known 

equipment to become bogged down in soggy terrain. Many casualties 

and ground captured from the determined German defenders was at a 

major cost. In October 1944, on a day known as Black Friday, one battalion 

THE PLAN FOR OPENING THE ESTUARY INVOLVED FOUR MAIN OPERATIONS. 

and secure the territory around the Leopold Canal. The third was to 

capture South Beveland and the last phase would be the capture of 

Walcheren Island. To destroy German defences the Air Force bombed the 

was launched with the support of an immense artillery barrage and with 

had achieved their objective but had suffered very heavy casualties in 

the battle for the port City of Antwerp and The Scheldt estuary. The 

1st Canadian Army continued its advance through much of Northern 

Holland and by winter of 1944 had established a front-line position near 

the town of Nijmegen close to the German border.

FOLLOWING THE BATTLE OF THE SCHELDT, the Canadians were given the 

responsibility of holding a 300-mile front-line stretching from Nijmegen 

to Dunkirk. There were repeated assaults by German paratroops and 

occurring in December in the Ardennes region of Belgium. This became 

known as the Battle of the Bulge.

In February 1945, the Allies launched the major offensive to drive the 

Germans back across the Rhine River and the 1st Canadian Army was 

ordered to clear the Reichswald Forest and break through the Siegfried line. 

The Canadian Parachute Battalion with the 6th British Airborne Division 

cross the Rhine River and land on German soil. On March 23rd troops from 

the Canadian 3rd Division would take part in the last major Allied offensive 

THE LIBERATION OF BELGIUM  

AND THE NETHERLANDS

SEA AND AIR SUPPORT

THE CAMPAIGN FOR NORTHWEST EUROPE took eleven months and could not 

have succeeded without the support of Allied naval and Air Forces. The Navy 

cleared mined harbours and canals and kept open the sea lanes for munitions, 

supplies, and troop reinforcements. Overhead the Air Force cleared the skies of 
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